ACTIVE WILLIAMSBURG ALLIANCE

PO Box 203 #* WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23187-0203 # (757) 229-0507 # FAX (757) 259-2372

WHo WE ARE:

Residents, organizations and businesses in Williamsburg, James City County and York County have formed an
alliance to promote “active living” in this area.

WHY:

With our natural beauty and unique historical heritage, we believe we can be a national model for active living. The
Active Williamsburg Alliance desires to accomplish the following:

1. Preserve open space and protect the County’s environmental assets. This was the most important
outcome identified by focus group participants during the development of the James City County Greenways
Master Plan. As population in this region continues to grow, it is critical to take steps to protect the natural beauty
of this area.

2. Create safe routes for the young and old to get to schools, stores, and work without creating more
traffic. Building more roads does not alleviate traffic problems. Creating alternate methods of transportation—or
making already-viable methods safe and easy to pursue—will alleviate automobile congestion.

3. Improve the overall health of county residents by providing "out the door" opportunities for walking,
jogging and riding. Obesity among adults and children is reaching epidemic proportions in the United States,
and any attempts to counter inactivity should be strongly supported. This past fall the Governor of Virginia asked
citizens of the Commonwealth to join with him in a new initiative called Healthy Virginians, supporting the types of
activities that greenways would encourage. These activities should not require driving to a gym or park.

4. Improve safety for bicyclists and families attempting to travel on dangerous two-lane roads in the
county by providing designated bike lanes and paths. As long as cycling is dangerous, it will not be
considered a viable transportation alternative for our citizens. Only when citizens understand that cycling is a
healthy, cheap, and safe form of transportation will they begin to use bicycles on a regular basis for
transportation.

5. Create a tourist destination for bicyclists, hikers, birdwatchers, rollerbladers, and other fithess-oriented
travelers. In atime of reduced tourism dollars and increased competition for such business, the Williamsburg
area needs to capitalize on all of our potential attractions. There is a growing market for “ecotourism.” We can
exploit all the positive qualities of our area—including climate, natural beauty, and the relatively compact area in
which we live—to complement and connect our already well known attractions.

6. Provide safe and scenic, non-traffic-generating routes to the 2007 celebration at Jamestown. Planners
are hoping to attract tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of visitors to this area for the quadricentennial event.
Completed trails, as part of the Greenway system would alleviate vehicular traffic as well as showcase our
beautiful andscenic surroundings

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS:

BikeWalk Virginia Sentara Williamsburg Community Hospital
Colonial Road Runners Williamsburg Area Bicyclists (WAB)
Historic Triangle Bicycle Advisory Committee Williamsburg Land Conservancy
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